(NWPBT/04/ )

Record of the Fourth Inter-Governmental Meeting on Management of
High Seas Bottom Fisheries in the North Western Pacific Ocean

Vladivostok, Russian Federation
14-16 May 2008

1. Welcome and Opening of the Meeting

The meeting was opened at 3:30 pm on Wednesday, 14 May 2008 by Mr. Evgeny Kats from
the Russian Federation. Participants from Japan, the Republic of Korea, the Russian
Federation and the United States of America attended the meeting (Attachment 1).

2. Election of Chair

Mr. Evgeny Kats of the Russian Federation was elected as chair. LCDR Daniel Schaeffer
from the United States of America agreed to serve as rapporteur.

3. Adoption of the Agenda
The agenda was reviewed, and adopted (Attachment 2).

4. Reports
i) Report from Interim Secretariat on Outcome of the Third Inter-
Governmental Meeting

The Interim Secretariat presented a summary of the Third Inter-Governmental
Meeting held in Honolulu, United States, 24-26 October 2007.

i) Report from the Third Scientific Working Group

Mr. Vadim Savinykh reported on the outcome of the third Scientific Working Group
(SWG) meeting, held 12-14 May 2008 (NWPBT/04/WP3). The meeting accepted the
report of the SWG.

iii) Report From Participants on Implementation of the Interim Measure

Participants reported on their individual efforts in implementing the interim measures.
Participants detailed their actions to freeze the existing footprint, define the existing
footprint, and implementation of an encounter clause. Specifically the existing trawl
footprint was identified as the summits and the bottom gillnet footprint as the summits
and slopes of the following seamounts: Suiko, Youmei, Nintoku, Jingu, Ojin, Koko,
Kimmei, Yuryaku, Kammu, Colahan and C-H.

iv)  Other Related Reports

a) The Interim Secretariat submitted a draft, inter-sessionally, of the 2008 report
to the UN to Participants for comment. Participants agreed that a clear picture
of the efforts of the Participants in the Northwest Pacific would be better
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represented by including progress reported and made during this meeting. The
United States undertook to provide detailed comments including such progress
as soon as possible so that the Interim Secretariat can modify and circulate the
revised draft among the other Participants for final endorsement.

b) Participants discussed the submission of the 2009 report to the UN on actions
taken in response to paragraphs 83 to 90 of the 2006 UN resolution
UNGAG61/105. To meet the end of April 2009 UN deadline for submission, it
was agreed that the Interim Secretariat would prepare a draft report for final
review by the Participants during the meeting in early 2009, provisionally to
be held in Korea.

Discussion on the relevant meetings
i) 2007 UN General Assembly Sustainable Fisheries Resolution

The Interim Secretariat presented a summary of the 2007 UNGA Resolution on
sustainable fisheries regarding protection of vulnerable marine ecosystems and
regulation of bottom fisheries. Paper NWPBT/04/WP4 summarizes the relevant parts
of the resolution.

i) FAO Technical Consultation on the International Guidelines for the
Management of Deep-Sea Fisheries in the High Seas

The Interim Secretariat presented a summary of the first session of the FAO Technical
Consultation held in Rome from February 4 to 8 2008. NWBT/04/WP6 contains the
report from the Interim Secretariat.

Discussion on the Establishment of Management Mechanisms

Draft Text of Convention

The paper submitted by the U.S. providing comments on the draft convention text,
NWPBT /04/WP/07/US1, served as the basis for thorough discussions with respect to
modifications of the draft convention text. The Interim Secretariat will use the U.S.
comments along with the discussion during the meeting as a basis to modify the draft
convention text in the interim period for consideration at the next inter-governmental
meeting. It was agreed that participants are encouraged to provide specific drafting
proposals as soon as possible to the Interim Secretariat.

Among the key issues discussed, was the U.S. proposal to expand the scope of the draft
convention to cover all high seas areas of the North Pacific Ocean (southern boundary to
be determined) and to include all species not currently covered under existing
international arrangements. The U.S. proposal received strong support from Japan, with
Korea also expressing a willingness to consider the proposal favourably if certain
concerns could be satisfactorily addressed. The Russian delegation said it was not able to
agree to the proposal at this time, but it was open to considering the issue again at the
next inter-governmental meeting. The U.S. and Japan noted that a decision on the
question would affect many elements of the draft convention text. As a result, the U.S.
asked if it might be possible for the Russian side to consult on the issue during the inter-
sessional period, with a view to a decision on the matter before the next inter-
governmental meeting.



7.

9.

Timeframe

I.  Participants discussed timing for the development of the work that needs to be
completed in order to meet the requirements stipulated in UNGA Resolution 61/105.
Participants agreed to comply with tasking identified in NWPBT/04/WP8(Rev.3).
(Attachment 3)

ii.  The Interim Secretariat agreed to develop draft text on standards and criteria for
assessments for review by Participants drawing upon text from the FAO Draft
International Guidelines for the Management of Deep-Sea Fisheries in the High
Seas, specifically paragraphs 37 through 41, 43, 43bis, 44, 45alt, 46new, 46bis, and
47 as well as relevant work from other management organizations with existing or
developing standards and criteria. The draft text will take into account the ongoing
work within the FAO and, in particular, any final Guidelines resulting from that
process.

Date and Place of Future Meetings

Japan offered to host the fourth scientific working group and fifth inter-governmental
meeting from 14-18 October 2008 in Tokyo, Japan as well as the fifth meeting of the
scientific working group in December 2008. In addition Korea offered to host the next
meeting in January or February 2009. Participants gratefully accepted these offers.

Rules for Participation of Observers at Future Meetings

The Participants discussed the rules for participation of observers at future meetings and
agreed to continue the discussion at the fifth inter-governmental meeting.
Japan proposed the following conditions for participation of observers:

i.  Participation of observers should be considered on a meeting by meeting basis.
ii.  Participation of observers should be allowed to plenary sessions only and not to the
SWG or closed meetings.

iii.  Participation of observers should be permitted unless any Participant lodges an
objection. The Participant that opposes such participation should explain the
reason of such opposition clearly.

iv.  Observers should keep confidentiality of data, especially those related to
commercial activities.

v.  Observers can make a statement with permission of the chair.

vi.  The conditions above should not prejudice the positions of Participants about
articles on transparency in the future Convention.

The Republic of Korea and the Russian Federation supported the proposal by Japan. The
U.S. reiterated its concern about a single Participant having a veto over observer
participation but agreed to consider the points presented by Japan and to continue
discussions on the matter at the next meeting.

10. Other Business

The Interim Secretariat agreed to renew efforts to establish a website and will seek
assistance from Participants as needed.



It was agreed that the Interim Secretariat will prepare a short paper showing a list of
acronyms, abbreviations and widely used technical terms.

11. Adoption of the Record of the Meeting
Participants adopted the report of the meeting.

12. Closing of the Meeting

The meeting was concluded at 4:30 pm on May 16, 2008
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Attachment 2: Adopted Agenda

8.

9.

Fourth Inter-governmental Meeting on Establishment of
New Mechanism for Management of High Seas Bottom Fisheries
In the North Western Pacific Ocean

Vladivostok, RUSSIAN FEDERATION
14 -16 May, 2008

Agenda

Welcome and Opening of the Meeting

Election of Chair

Adoption of the Agenda

Reports

1) Report from Interim Secretariat on Outcome of the Third Inter-governmental Meeting
i) Report from the Third Scientific Working Group on its work

iii) Report from participants on Implementation of the Interim Measure

Discussion on the relevant meetings

i) 2007 UN General Assembly Sustainable Fisheries Resolution

i) FAO Technical Consultation on the International Guidelines for the Management of
Deep-Sea Fisheries in the High Seas

Discussion on the Establishment of Management Mechanism
i) Draft Text of a Convention

ii) Other matters

Timeframe

Date and Place of the Next Meeting.

Rule for Participation of Observers at Future Meetings

10. Other Business

11. Adoption of the Record of the Meeting

12. Closing of the Meeting
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Attachment 3: Time Frame
(NWPBT/04/WP8 (Rev.3))

DRAFT TIMEFRAME

June to July 2008: Preparation by the Interim Secretariat of the draft science-based standards
and criteria for determining whether individual bottom fishing activities would have
significant adverse impacts (SAIs) on marine species and vulnerable marine ecosystems
(VMEs), taking into account relevant work of FAO and other RFMOs

25-29 August 2008: FAO Technical Consultation on the International Guidelines for the
Management of Deep-Sea Fisheries in the High Seas

Mid-September 2008: Circulation by the Interim Secretariat of the draft standards and
criteria, taking into account the finalized FAO Guidelines

14-18 October 2008: 4™ Scientific Working Group and 5™ Inter-Governmental Meeting
- Exchange of data

- Finalization of the standards and criteria

- Stock assessment of splendid alfonsino and North Pacific armorhead

- Discussion on additional management measures on marine species

- Discussion on the draft Convention text

November: Identification of VMEs and assessment of SAls on marine species and VMESs by
individual Members

December 2008: 5™ Scientific Working Group

- to review identification of VMEs and assessment of SAls on marine species and VMEs
by individual Members

- to recommend additional interim measures to prevent SAls on VMEs, if necessary

31 December 2008: Deadline set by the UNGA Resolution 61/105 for identification of
VMEs, assessment of SAIs on marine species and VMEs and implementation of necessary
measures to prevent SAls

January or February 2009: 6" Scientific Working Group and 6" Inter-Governmental

Meeting

- Report on implementation of the additional interim measures to prevent SAls on marine
species and VMEs by individual Members

- Discussion and finalization of the report to UN on actions taken by States and RFMOs/Aa
in response to paragraph 83 to 90 of the UNGA Resolution 61/105

- Discussion on the draft Convention text

April 30" 2009: Deadline for submission of the report to UN
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